
Honorary Doctoral Degree for Alan Sroufe 
 
The University of Leiden in the Netherlands has conferred an honorary doctoral degree 
on L. Alan Sroufe of the Institute for Child Development at the University of Minnesota. 
Marinus van IJzendoorn of the University of Leiden cited Sroufe for his many years of 
influential research in child and family studies. Sroufe’s contributions to the field in-
cluded introducing, together with Everett Waters, the idea of attachment as an organiza-
tional construct, creating a solid theoretical basis for the Strange Situation Procedure, the 
litmus test of infant attachment. In a visionary 1984 Child Development paper written 
with Sir Michael Rutter, Sroufe portrayed the new and extremely fruitful interdisciplinary 
field of research of developmental psychopathology. This year he published, with Byron 
Egeland, Elizabeth Carlson, and W. Andrew Collins, the book The Development of the 
Person on a unique study of high risk children, followed from birth to parenthood. One of 
the main findings reported was that early childhood experiences with maltreatment re-
main important throughout the first three decades of life although they do not lead to an 
immutable fate. 

In his laudation van IJzendoorn described Alan Sroufe as one of the most influential re-
searchers in the field of child and family studies.  IJzendoorn concluded his laudatio with 
saying that half a century of progress in attachment theory is celebrated with this honorary 
doctoral degree, conferred on one of its most prominent students. 
 

HO N O R A R Y  DO C T O R A L  

DE G R E E  AW A R D E D  

University of Leiden was founded in 1575 and is the oldest Dutch university. On her 430th anni-
versary the oldest Dutch university conferred a doctorate honoris causa on Alan Sroufe 

(University of Minnesota, Institute for Child Development). 

Reprinted from Developments: Newsletter of the Society for Research in Child Development.  2005, 
Volume 48, no. 4. p. 5. 


